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MINUTES OF BI-MONTHLY MEETING 
Tuesday 14th of August 2018 

Kororoit Creek Neighbourhood House 
 

Present: Jessica Gerger, Ariana, Gerard Morel, Alex Schlotzer, Linda Roberts, Karin Saliba, Graeme Blore, 
Michael Smith, Huong Truong, Sia, Shari, Anne Beevers, Richard, Reg Ayton, Jodie Williams, Dominique 
Wisniewski 
 
Apologies: Natalie Eddy, Glenda Kueng 
 
Meeting opened 7:05 pm. 
 

Item Action 

1. Welcome, introductions and apologies 

President, Jessica Gerger, opened the meeting, welcomed members and apologies 
were noted.  

Everyone introduced themselves as there were some new attendees. 

 

 

2. Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the previous meeting held on 12th of June 2018 were accepted by the group. 

Moved: Alex Seconded: Gerard 

 

Graeme Blore – Update of former Albion Explosives Factory land 

Graeme is a resident from the Cairnlea area who has been keeping up to date with the 
status of the 38.8 hectares of land that is the site of the former Albion Explosives 
Factory, located on both sides of Cairnlea Drive and boarded by the Western Ring 
Road and Ballarat Road. Graeme wanted to know if the FOKC would like to get 
involved in the process of encouraging the planting of greenery in the area where 
possible, instead of the originally planned mix of light industrial and residential 
development. Jessica said that currently the FOKC is stretched for time and resources, 
but would appreciate the updates from Graeme on the developments for the site. 

 

Huong Truong – the creek and the West Gate Toll Road 

Huong is a MP for the Greens for the Western Suburbs of the Victorian Parliament. She 
is taking over retiring Colleen Hartland’s position. Huong is involved in the campaign 
against the West Gate Toll road, which involves building a tunnel that opens in the 
Footscray/Yarraville area, goes underneath the Maribyrnong River and opens in West 
Melbourne. Building the tunnel will mean more money invested in road infrastructure 
and therefore less money invested in public transport and more pollution from roads 
affecting the rivers and creeks. It would also mean an additional 10 years of tolls 
commencing in 2023 (when the current toll is due to finish). For more information on 
the toll road or on how to get involved in the campaign, visit stopthewgt.org. 

 

mailto:secretary@fokc.org.au
https://stopthewgt.org/
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Michael Smith’s power line planting 

Michael is a local resident who has participated in ‘Pick my Project’; a Victorian 
government community grants initiative, where residents can submit their project ideas 
and then the top voted projects obtain funding. Michael’s initial idea was to have a 
planting in the powerline easement area that runs along Norwood St, Albion and he 
approached the FOKC for support. However that did not eventuate, but he did 
successfully submit a project idea to enhance the aesthetics and amenity value of the 
Dalton Street Reserve, in Sunshine West. ‘Pick my Project’ is now at the voting stage. 
Visit pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/ to vote for Michael’s project or any other of the great 
project ideas that you think deserve funding. 

 

3. Group review of National Tree Day planning 

What we did not like 

The mulch was too thick in parts of the site. Linda said she would contact the company 
that applied the mulch and will see if some compensation is possible.  

What we did like 

- About 120 people attended, which was a nice, manageable number of people. 

- Having two sign-in desks (one at Fraser St and one along the creek) and giving 
safety talks at the sign-in desks all worked very well.  

- Music provided by Robert Jackson and a video of the day created by Andrew Robb 
both received very good feedback. 

Linda – contact mulch 
company about mulch 
at NTD 

4. Actions from previous minutes  

a. Talk to Tracey about Mid-week working group doing a planting at the Forrest St 
site – Jessica reported that the group is currently booked up. 

b. Print and laminate pictures of plants for NTD – Gerard didn’t get to this, but will 
aim to do it for next year’s event. 

c. Organise flyer for NTD – completed by Jessica 
d. Send out an email of the NTD roles and vacancies – completed by Dom 
e. Add details of 2018 grant applications to FOKC bible – completed by Dom, will 

also add next years grant details in a Google Calendar. 
f. Make a Facebook event for the upcoming Rivers of the West Workshop – 

completed by Dom 

No outstanding 
actions. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

Linda presented the banking reconciliation spreadsheets for 2017/18 and for the year 
so far (2018/19). The balance at 30 June 2018 was $43,970.79 and the balance at 11 
August 2018 was $26,981.33.  

 

6. Upcoming events 

a. Friday, 17th of August, 9am – 3:30pm – Ford planting 

The planting will be at a site at the end of Calder Court, West Sunshine. 

b. Sunday, 26th of August, 10am -12pm – Love Your Station Community Planting 
Day 

The planting will take place along the stretch of land between the Hampshire 
Road bridge and the back of the shops that line City place. This planting day 
may or may not get postponed, it depends on when council will put in the jute 
matting. Linda suggested to Jodie to call Martha and ask about the progress of 
the jute matting. Alex said he would be in touch with an Ethiopian restaurant on 
City Place about providing at least some of the catering for the event. 

c. Sunday, 23rd of September, 10am-5pm – Sunshine Lantern Festival 

Jessica is looking for volunteers to help out on the day to possibly take shifts, 
so that one person is not there the whole day. Jessica will be there at 9.30am 
to set up. 

d. Sunday, 30th of September, 11:30am – 12:30pm – Love Your Station Day 

e. Tuesday, 9th of October, 7pm-8:30pm – Annual General Meeting 

It was agreed to hold the Annual General Meeting at the Kororoit Creek 
Neighbourhood House. Guest speakers for the event would be looked into. 

 

https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/
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7. Other Business 

a. Huong Truong – discussed at the start of the meeting 

 

b. Michael Smith – discussed at the start of the meeting  

c. Federal Department of Social Services grant 
This grant has between $1000 and $5000 available. Gerard suggested we apply 
to get a water trailer, in order to make it easier to water large sites. After some 
discussion, it was decided to wait until we get the second pump (which was 
already ordered and is on the way) and see how we cope with two working 
pumps. 

 

d. Melbourne Water report 
No updates to provide. 

 

e. School site (St Paul’s planting) 
The St Paul’s planting went well. 
Jessica has emailed all the schools that the FOKC has been working with and 
has put them in contact with Rosie from Haas and Gray, encouraging them to 
monitor how much funding they have left and use it to maintain their own sites. 
A weeding event will take place with Caroline Chisolm Catholic College on the 
30th of August. 

 

f. Cree tour with Councillors 
No updates to provide. 

 

g. Rivers of the West community workshop 
Dom updated the group on the final workshop that was held on the 2nd of July 
where possible draft proposals were discussed. The proposals seem to be 
similar to the current Yarra River Protection Act, but are trying to include 
stronger protections of the waterways in the west. The next steps will be taken 
by Environmental Justice Australia (EJA) who will be seeking views and 
feedback from councils and the relevant agencies. Dom will keep in contact with 
EJA through Facebook and email. 

 

h. Reports from Sub groups 
Boreham St – infilling and mulching to be done. 
Cairnlea – Natalie provided a report to Jessica, saying that she and her family 
have been checking on the planting site twice a week and it is looking great. A 
number of residents in the area have been actively collecting rubbish and 
sharing their work in local Facebook groups. 
Lizard Lounge – extra plants from NTD were planted over the weekend just 
past. It was noted that more watering is needed, especially at the top of the site 
near the footpath. 
Beautiful Brimbank – The bin wrap project has been successfully completed. 
The Beautiful Brimbank group will be present at the Lantern Festival. Litter 
observations are being finalised to finish the grant application. Continuing to 
look for a mural site near the Love Your Station planting. 

 

8. Any other business 

Linda brought up a video shared on Facebook where the City of Kwinana have installed 
nets over stormwater pipes to collect rubbish. Linda will contact councilors and ask 
them if they are interested in getting nets installed over pipes that drain into the creek. 

Linda – contact 
councilors about 
stormwater pipe nets 

9. Next meeting – 7pm Tuesday 9th of October at the Kororoit Creek 
Neighbourhood House 

 

 
Meeting closed 9:00 pm 


