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MINUTES OF BI-MONTHLY MEETING 
Tuesday 13th of August, 2019 

Kororoit Creek Neighbourhood House 
 

Present: Jessica Gerger, Ferdi Saliba, Karin Saliba, Reg Ayton, Dominique Wisniewski, Joshua Gomez, Alex 
Schlotzer, Anne Beevers, Glenda Kueng, Jodie Williams and Tony de Gabriele 
 
Apologies: Natalie Everett, Linda Roberts, Gerard Morel and Simon Egan 
 
Meeting opened 7:10 pm. 
 

Item Action 

1. Welcome, introductions and apologies 

President, Jessica Gerger, opened the meeting, welcomed members and apologies 
were noted.  

 

 

2. Minutes of previous meeting 

Minutes of the previous meeting held on 11th of June 2019 were accepted by the 
group. 

Moved: Anne Seconded: Alex 

 

3. Actions from previous minutes  

a. Look into water tank trailer (Linda and Gerard) – Dominique reported on 
Linda’s behalf that the water trailer is not being investigated at this stage, 
because the pumps have been fixed and are working as a way to provide 
water. 

b. Email Gerard regarding removal of bin in the creek in Cairnlea (Natalie) – 
Natalie was absent from the meeting. 

c. Create laminated sheet with instructions on how to open an event (Jodie) – 
Jodie has created the instruction sheet and will send a copy to Jessica who 
can send it to Nicola to print and laminate. Jessica and Dominique will look into 
creating something similar for planting events. 

d. Ask Tracey from BCC if a planting at 15 Gurnung Drive, Cairnlea would be 
possible (Linda) – Dominique reported on Linda’s behalf that Tracey wanted to 
speak with the resident of 15 Gurnung Drive directly about this idea. Linda has 
passed on their details to Tracey. 

 

Natalie - email Gerard 
regarding removal of 
bin in creek in Cairnlea. 

 

Jessica and Dominique 
– laminated sheet with 
instructions on how to 
open a planting event. 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

As Linda was away, Jessica delivered the Treasurer’s Report. As of the 24th of July, 
the bank account currently holds $22,498. About $3000 of that is the remaining 
amount from the 2019 Melbourne Water grant. There was some discussion about how 
to use this money so that it lasts until the next grant; such as using the money for 
weeding, but possibly watering by hand to save funds. 

  

mailto:secretary@fokc.org.au


Friends of Kororoit Creek Meeting Minutes  Tuesday 13 August 2019 page 2 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Proudly supported by 

MELBOURNE WATER, ORICA LIMITED, BUNNINGS SUNSHINE, BRIMBANK CITY COUNCIL 

Page 2 of 3 

5. Group review of National Tree Day 

Generally positive comments of the day. Tony said that it was well organised and 
there was good signage. 

One of the main issues of the day was the rather poor quality of planting carried out by 
event attendees. Some FOKC members had to go back through the site to re-plant a 
number of plants. One possible reason for this was the lack of gardening skills and too 
much mulch being present (making it difficult to plant in the soil). It was noted that the 
Phu Dong scouts did a good job and that they have improved a lot since when they 
first started volunteering with the FOKC. 

There was some discussion on how to address the issue of poor-quality planting, 
especially with regards to the mulch since that seems to cause some difficulty when 
boring holes and during planting. Jessica suggested laneways of mulch and garden 
beds in between the laneways, so that holes can be dug in the soil first, plants are 
planted, and then the mulch is moved in around the plants. The group agreed with this 
idea and to trial it at the next planting event. 

It was also discussed that the next NTD event should be moved to the Bug Rug (just 
downstream of the Derby Rd footbridge) where there will be more room. 

 

6. Upcoming events 

a. Sunday, 25th of August, 11.30am – 12.30pm – Love Your Station Day, 
Sunshine Station, City Place.  
Some planting will take place, in addition to the usual litter pick up and 
maintenance of the existing planting. 

 

b. Stantec corporate planting – date is still to be confirmed, but it will be on one 
day between the 23rd to the 26th of September. It will take place on the slope at 
the Lizard Lounge to remove a lot of weeds and plant. 

 

c. Sunday, 29th of September, 11.30am – 12.30pm – Love Your Station Day, 
Sunshine Station, City Place  

 

d. Every Monday, 9.30am – 11.30am - Boomerang Bag Making, Kororoit Creek 
Neighbourhood House 

 

Jessica announced a number of other events that have come up: 

• Planting with the Lumineer School will take place on the 30th of August. A 
couple hundred plants will be planted at a site near Millers Rd. 

• FOKC is invited to take part in the Sunshine Lantern Festival, on the 15th of 
September. FOKC members are welcome to help out at the stall and talk with 
the public about the work the FOKC does. 

• The Golden Age Garden Club will be holding their Autumn Flower show on 
the 15th of March, 2020. The FOKC is welcome to come and have a stall there 
to talk to event attendees about the work FOKC does and the plants native to 
Sunshine and the creek. 

 

7. Other Business 

d. Public forums update 
Alex had to leave at 8pm, so delivered this update before leaving the meeting. 
The Sunshine Historical Society and the Kororoit Creek Neighbourhood are all on 
board to start organising public forum events about the creek. Dates are still to come. 

 

a. Melbourne Water update 
Gerard was away, but had emailed his update to Jessica who delivered it on his 
behalf.  
The Friends of Truganina Swamp have their first planting ever on Sunday, the 25th of 
August, in Altona. Gerard will be away so will be unable to help them on the day with 
technical advice. He is asking if anyone from the FOKC will be able to attend to 
provide advice. Jessica will email Doug from the Friends of Truganina Swamp to find 
out the time of the event, and will send out an email to all regular members with more 
information about this event. 
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Regarding the goats near Somerville Rd, 13 have been collected. Gerard is hoping 
that is all, and asks if a call can be put out (on the internet) asking people to contact 
Gerard if anymore goats are seen.  

b. School sites 
A school planting with Mother of God Primary School will take place on the 19th of 
August. Earlier Dominique had collected a number of guards from the Mother of God 
site that had blown off. Dominique will leave them in her front yard on the day of the 
planting so that they can be re-used. 

 

c. Australia Post grant – seed raising 
Jessica has applied for an Australia Post grant to fund a seed raising activity, where 
the materials to raise seedlings will be given to people so that they can grow them on 
their own properties. There will also be an event to give participants the materials, and 
talks on seed raising and bush tucker. Jessica will keep the group updated on the 
status of the grant.  
There was some discussion about Mambourin, an organisation that connects people 
with disabilities with employment and training opportunities. One of the services 
offered by the organisation is seed raising, so there is the possibility of getting 
Mambourin involved in the seed raising project. 

 

e. Anti-Toxic Waste Alliance 
Dominique attended the last meeting for the Anti-Toxic Waste Alliance (A-TWA) on 
the 29th of July. The meeting involved discussions on what members of A-TWA have 
been doing since the previous meeting (mostly meeting with ministers to discuss the 
submission made to the State Parliament on action they want taken on the issue of 
toxic waste), as well as the presentation of the spoken submission, which took place 
on Tuesday, 6th of August. 
Jessica asked about A-TWA making their events available on facebook, so that the 
FOKC can share them. Dominique will look into this. 

Dominique – find out if 
A-TWA have events on 
facebook so that they 
can be shared 

f. Sub groups 
Annie’s Garden 
Previously Gerard mentioned removing weeds and guards. Anne reported that 
nothing has been done so far. Jessica will contact Gerard about progressing this 
work. 
Davitt Drive 
Ferdi reported that Gerard has removed three exotic trees, and that there are three 
more to go. He brought everyone’s attention to the Stony Creek petition organised by 
council to get more funding to clean up Stony Creek. 
Ferdi also asked if a planting is possible south of Somerville Rd. Jessica said one has 
already been done at Proximity Drive with a group of people from the Young Water 
Professionals organisation. 
There was some discussion in the group about applying for funding through the Tim 
Watts Grant. It was suggested that a ute could be bought through the grant, or even 
borrowing a vehicle from council, as a way to transport the trailer. Linda usually 
transports the trailer, but there was some concern that this could be causing damage 
to her car.  
Beautiful Brimbank 
Jodie asked the group if there were any ideas on how to change up the Love Your 
Station Day event, as the format has been the same for a while. Jessica suggested 
asking shopkeepers along City Place to provide a meal after a LYSD event. 

Jessica – contact 
Gerard about weeding 
and removing of guards 
at Annie’s Garden. 

g. Ideas for AGM 
Ferdi suggested pizza and wine for the event. Rollin’ Dough or Dom’s pizza are 
possible caters. Potential guest speakers could be Geoff Mitchelmore or David Sornig 
(author of the Blue Lake). It was also suggested that a representative from Brimbank 
City Council should be invited, a fun quiz could be held, and possibly a presenter from 
Wild Action could attend to show off some growling grass frogs. 

 

h. Next meeting – Annual General Meeting, 7pm Tuesday 8th of October, 2019  

 
Meeting closed 8:35 pm 


